








THE IMPROVEMENT PROCESS

The course brought about highly significant improvements in reading speed
without loss of comprehension - and these improvements were retained over
time. How can these improvements be explained?

Reading is a process of ‘uncertainty reduction’ in which the reader is making
continuous decisions about the meaning of the text; and these decisions feed
through into the perceptual system. There is evidence to suggest that the
improvements in performance are at least in part due to more efficient eye
movements - which is compatible with the reports of reduced fatigue when
reading - but more research is needed to fully explain the improvements,
particularly into the higher order processes like motivation and decision
making which are considered to be important contributors.

Reference: Gresswell B (1998). An Evaluation of the Advanced Reading
Course. Unpublished dissertation for the Master of Science degree in

Educational Psychology, University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, United
Kingdom.

A copy of the detailed results is available from IISE Ltd. A copy of the
full report may be obtained by arrangement from the Faculty of Education

of the University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne or from the offices of IISE Ltd.
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